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Pondera County Conservation District
406 North Main- Conrad MT 59425- Phone (406) 278-7611 ext. 101- Fax (406) 278-7997

The Pondera County Conservation District Board of Supervisors met on Tuesday December 10th, 2024, at 8:00 am at the USDA Service Center in Conrad, Montana.
Call to Order: Chairman Paul Jones called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.
Present:  Sarah Zielke			Kesler Martin
	    Paul Jones                                       Ramsey Offerdal Jr. 
                Eric Gunderson                                                       
                Kaysie Steele
    Roger Paulsen 
				           

Absent:  N/A
	    
	    
Previous Minutes:
· Roger Paulsen moved to approve the previous meeting minutes. Kesler Martin seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Bills and Financial Statement:
· Kaysie Steele presented the financial statement. Eric Gunderson moved to accept the financial report. Sarah Zielke seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Public Comment: N/A
NRCS: No one present to report. Paul Jones shared that Koltin Christiaens will be coming to the Conrad office mid-January to fill the District Conservationist position. Paul shared that Colten grew up in Valier on a farm/ranch operation and is familiar with the area.
MSCA: Roger reported that MSCA is doing dryland salinity projects. He noted that the Hysham project is wrapping up. With that, he mentioned there are recorders available if anyone wants to document leaking canals. Roger mentioned that MSCA has been working with several landowners in Toole and Hill counties proving that some saline seeps are caused by oil field production water. Roger also reported that MSCA is getting some good advice on what grant to apply for to do the baseline sampling around MT Renewables injection wells. Roger mentioned that MSCA heard back from 25 individuals that they wanted their wells tested near the injections wells and Valier with the MT Renewables project up near Lake Frances. 
PCCRC: Roger reported on behalf of Heather Rice, the Canal Company Manager, that they are currently ranked 2nd for the S-Canal Pipeline project and that we should see the project coming along in 2025-2026.
MSU Extension: No one present to report. The board is still unsure if we have received a new Extension Agent for our county. 
Pondera Weeds District: No one present to report.
PCCD: Administrator
· Kaysie Steele submitted a written report.
Old Business:
· October Newsletter
· Area III Meeting in Sunburst, MT Recap
· MACD Annual Convention Registration
· MACD Annual Convention Resolutions
· QuickBooks Subscription renewal in November
· Microsoft Subscription renewal in October
· Invitation for the 44th Annual Young Ag Couples Conference in Helena, MT January 29th- Feb. 1st
· HR Block Meeting on 10/9 with Andrea for Quarter 3 Payroll Reporting
· Soil Health Conference in Billings Feb. 4-6th
New Business:
· Paul Jones shared how him and Sarah Zielke completed the 310 Permit site visit for Ken Wheeler Jr. on Pondera Creek. They agreed the project is good to move forward with. Paul mentioned that revegetation will need to be done after the project is complete. Eric Gunderson moved to call the Wheeler 310 pipeline crossing a project. Kesler Martin seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ramsey Offerdal Jr. moved to support Sarah and Paul’s recommendation to approve the plans for the project. Roger Paulsen seconded the motion. Motion carried. The board members signed the appropriate 310 documents for the project approval and Kaysie Steele will send it off to the producer for their signature. 
· Kaysie Steele shared the receipts for the Microsoft & QuickBooks Subscription Renewal costs. 
· Kaysie Steele shared a summary of the MACD Annual Convention held November 19th-21st. Paul Jones mentioned there were some great training sessions that three of us attended as well as a productive business meeting with a few resolutions that passed and will go to the legislative session in Helena this winter. Paul Jones and Eric Gunderson mentioned that they had to personally pay for their hotel rooms and that the hotel did not charge the district’s card that the Administrator had put on file for them. Kaysie Steele mentioned she would get reimbursement checks made for them. Paul Jones mentioned that the water reservation training that was at the convention was well done and that the water reservations will not go away, they will always belong to the districts. Paul Jones mentioned that PCCD still has a large, unused water right on the Two Medicine River.
· Paul Jones mentioned the need for us to plan where we would like to have our Holiday Dinner this year. The board agreed to try to get reservations at Dusty’s in Brady on Sunday December 22nd around 5:30p.m. Kaysie Steele said she would call for reservations. 
· Paul Jones discussed the need for PCCD to implement its Governance Calendar for the sake of everyone knowing their responsibilities for each month of the year. Kaysie Steele presented their current governance calendar and the board reviewed it. Eric Gunderson moved to accept the PCCD Governance Calendar. Sarah Zielke seconded. Motion carried. The board agreed it would be a good idea to have the governance calendar in their meeting binders each month for review. 
· Kaysie Steele shared that she has begun the Annual Financial Report due to the Local Government by 12/31 and hopes to have it completed and submitted soon. 
· Kaysie Steele shared an email received by Amber Frydenlund with WWC about the RRG-24-1939 C-Canal Headworks Project qualifying for the MT Contractor’s Gross Receipts Tax. 
· Kaysie Steele asked the board if next month’s board meeting could be scheduled on January 7th opposed to January 14th due to her being out of town. The board was fine with the earlier meeting. 
· Kaysie Steele shared the letter from NACD with the board regarding this year’s Conservation Investment. Roger Paulsen moved to give a $150 investment to NACD. Sarah Zielke seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
· Kaysie Steele mentioned that the conservation tree orders with DNRC Seedling Nursery in Missoula will be opening on January 20th, and she plans to have the orders in by that time. 
· Paul Jones brought up the need for one more board member to have a complete board. He asked the other board members to ask around and see if they can fill the empty spot. 
· Paul Jones mentioned that he would like to continue to see two signatures on district checks even though it is not required, it would be good oversight for the district. 
· Paul Jones mentioned that a mileage check for Sarah should be written up or taken note of for when checks will get written for her commute to the 310 permit site visit for Ken Wheeler.
Executive Session: None
Correspondence:
Adjournment:
· Roger Paulsen moved to adjourn the meeting. Ramsey Offerdal Jr. seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
· Paul Jones adjourned the meeting at 9:20 a.m.

CALENDAR
· December- Holiday Dinner
· January 7th- PCCD Board Meeting
· January 20th- MT Seedling Nursery Sale Begins

Respectfully submitted,
Kaysie Steele, PCCD Administrator
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