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Pondera County Conservation District
406 North Main- Conrad MT 59425- Phone (406) 278-7611 ext. 101- Fax (406) 278-7997

The Pondera County Conservation District Board of Supervisors met on Tuesday June 11th, 2024, at 8:00 am at the USDA Service Center in Conrad, Montana.
Call to Order: Chairman Paul Jones called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.
Present: Ramsey Offerdal Jr.					Matt Pedrotti- NRCS
	    Paul Jones                                                               Pete McKeone- Community Garden
                Eric Gunderson                                                       Scott Brown- MSCA
                Kaysie Steele				           Ashlee Atchinson- MSCA
                Sarah Zielke				Corrine Rose- Pondera County Sanitarian

Absent:  Roger Paulsen 
	    Kesler Martin
	
Previous Minutes:
· Ramsey Offerdal Jr. moved to approve the previous meeting minutes. Eric Gunderson seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Bills and Financial Statement:
· Kaysie Steele presented the financial statement. Sarah Zielke moved to accept the financial report. Ramsey Offerdal Jr. seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Public Comment: No public comment.

NRCS: Matt Pedrotti shared that he will be leaving Conrad at the end of the month for a new position with NRCS in Maine. Matt mentioned that the new Supervisory District Conservationist, Ken Shaffer, starts in Cut Bank in the upcoming weeks. Matt mentioned that the new Pheasants Forever Biologist has started here in Conrad and is awaiting computer access. Matt mentioned that he will be continuing to work on contracting for CSP, which is due by the end of the month. Matt mentioned that he will still be helping with Range Days in Miles City this month. Matt mentioned that hopefully NRCS will advertise jobs for new hires soon. Eric Gunderson asked Matt who producers should contact their ongoing NRCS contracts and other questions they may have. Matt mentioned Stacy Eneboe or Lorrie Masters, the area staff would be the best to get the producers in contact with. 
MSCA: Scott Brown reported that there are currently no saline seeps projects in Pondera County but there are in surrounding counties. Scott mentioned they received there RCCP funding for the next 5 years, and that the funding will be allocated quickly so if there are any producers the district is aware of that want to get help with saline projects to reach out to Scott and his team at MSCA as soon as possible. Scott mentioned that they will have a busy summer working on saline seep projects in the surrounding areas. 
PCCD: Administrator
· Kaysie Steele submitted a written report.
Old Business:
· Operations Audit to be conducted in-house.
· General Spending allowance for office
· Admin Grant Received
· Tree Pick up Summary.
· Outdoor Classroom Friday, May 3rd Summary
· Master Gardener Course Update
· RMIS Notice of Policy Renewal & Cyber Coverage in Liability Insurance Package
· Admin Grant Application for FY25 MACD Dues
· Preparing Budget for Submission by the end of June
· Reminder for Site Visits to be completed for two Water Reservations on the District: New Miami Colony & Gary Arnst Place
· MT Biological Weed Control Coordination Project
· Received a Valier High School Senior Scholarship Application for PCCD’s scholarship. 
New Business:
· The board would like the QuickBooks Register report, the Stockman Bank Statement, and the Warrant Account Statement included in the financial section of the board meeting binders each month as it was presented this way this month. 
· The Pondera County Sanitarian- Corrine Rose and Scott Brown from MSCA discussed the Montana Renewables waste injection sampling plan. The project is for two injection wells of class 2: oil, gas, hazardous material by Calumet Great Falls Refining Company in Pondera County on Jodie Fields property. The project is going through regardless of if Pondera County desires it to occur or not. Scott and Corrine gave a background of what the dumping of hazardous material will look like and their hope of getting PCCD to apply for a DNRC grant to get funding to test the water quality throughout the time of the injection project. Since water quality testing is not mandatory according to DEQ or Calumet, concerned individuals would like to still have some oversight as the health and environmental impacts this project could have on our local community and water quality. The grant PCCD would apply for would include partnering with MSCA to write the grant and complete the water quality testing. Scott mentioned that MSCA has worked with other counties that have experienced waste injection in wells in their county by getting grant funding through the district to support water quality testing. Scott mentioned that this is the first-time waste injection in wells will be occurring at this magnitude with Biological Oxygen Demands (BOD’s). Calumet claims this wastewater is for new alternative aircraft fuel. Paul Jones mentioned that Pondera County Commissioner, Tom Kuka, reached out to him to ask what the Conservation District thinks about the situation and what we could do. Paul directed Tom that working with MSCA to conduct water quality testing would be our best and only option we could take. Ramsey Offerdal Jr. made a motion to start the grant writing process for water quality sampling in partnership with MSCA for the wastewater injection plan Calumet of Great Falls wants to complete here in Pondera County. Sarah Zielke seconded the motion. Motion carried. Eric Gunderson mentioned that we could reach out to our local legislatures indicating that we are not in favor of the waste injection projects Calumet wants to complete here in Pondera County and our way to serve the people of Pondera County is through getting grant money to monitor the water quality and environmental conditions of the surrounding area where the wastewater will be disposed of. 
· Pete McKeone shared an update on the Community Garden. The garden had a rototiller donated to them. Pete shared that the garden is fully planted for the season. Pete mentioned that they plan to give accordingly to the local food pantry this year again. Pete mentioned that he would be bringing a handful of receipts into the office for reimbursement for the community garden. Kaysie Steele will prepare a check for the purchased items and file correctly in the office for the community garden expenses. 
· Kaysie Steele shared a summary of the May 23rd Area III Administrator Meeting in Great Falls at Cascade CD. She mentioned that they discussed general office to-do’s, upcoming MACD Convention planning, a rain barrel workshop Teton CD is putting on June 29th, and lastly, that the group plans to meet again July 25th at Cascade CD. Kaysie Steele hopes to attend this meeting via zoom depending on her maternity leave schedule. 
· Kaysie Steele shared that the district ordered 10 Pondera County 2024 Map Books and sent a check to Bill Albee, Cicon & Associates LLP., for $250. 
· Kaysie Steele shared the FY 25 district budget that was finalized and submitted to the county Clerk & Recorder before its deadline of June 10th. 
· Kaysie Steele presented the CDA FY 25 grant application for $3500 to cover MACD dues. Ramsey moved to approve the CDA FY25 application for $3500 to cover MACD dues for the upcoming year. Eric Gunderson seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
· Kaysie Steele shared that they renewed their RMIS liability insurance policy by sending a check for $3,769.00 and that the district is waiting to hear back for a quote on the stand-alone Cyber Security Coverage they applied for through RMIS.  
· Kaysie Steele shared a summary of the in-house operations audit of the districts QuickBooks that was conducted with Dan Severson and Ramsey Offerdal Jr. on June 4th. No discrepancies were found, and the group agreed to conduct this audit once a year for the district as well as include a QuickBooks register report quarterly in the board meeting packets. 
· Kaysie Steele gave an update on Mary Bartkoske 310 Permit Swift Dam. The board decided to schedule a site visit on Friday, June 21st in the morning to visit the projection location and to move forward with the permit process. Kaysie Steele will reach out to Mary Bartkoske to obtain permission to access old NRCS site visit notes from the Engineering Dept. on the project location. Kaysie Steele will reach out to Ann Ross with NRCS to obtain those field notes and share with the team members once access is granted. 
· Kaysie Steele shared that the check for $250 was sent to Conrad FFA to sponsor students to attend Range Days in Miles City at the end of the month. Paul Jones mentioned they are sending 3 students to the event. 
· Paul Jones mentioned the upcoming Swift Dam Spray Day on June 26th. Eric Gunderson made a motion to sponsor refreshments for the event up to $100. Paul Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried. Kaysie Steele mentioned that she would reach out to Pam Converse with the Pondera County Weeds District to inform her of PCCD’s donation, and a reimbursement check will be given to them upon receipt of up to $100. 
Executive Session: None

Correspondence:
· CDB June Report
Adjournment:
· Paul Jones moved to adjourn the meeting. Eric Gunderson seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
· Paul Jones adjourned the meeting at 9:18 a.m.

CALENDAR
· No July Board Meeting

Respectfully submitted,
Kaysie Steele, PCCD Administrator
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